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EDITION 37 

December 2008 

It’s that time of year again when so many wonderful 
cultures are celebrating the traditions and beliefs they 
hold close to their hearts.  Fairfax County celebrates the 
diversity that unites us all in our work and home     
communities.  This issue of Community Connection 
will be filled with holiday safety tips for shopping,    
traffic safety , and fire prevention.  

  

Please enjoy the festivities of the season while preparing 
for the cold months ahead.  Take this opportunity to get closer to your       
community members and lookout for one another.  The holiday season often 
brings with it frustration and stress.  Start preparing early so that you and those 
who you encounter along the way can have a merry, stress-free celebration filled 
with fond memories.   
  From your Fair Oaks District Police Station of the Fairfax 
County Police Department, Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas 
and Happy Kwanza!  Best wishes and as always, stay safe! 
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Events of  Interest 
 December 9, CAC/NW Meeting 

 December 21, Hanukkah begins at sundown 

 December 25, Christmas 

 December 26, Kwanza begins 
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Neighborhood Watch Training Dates for 2009! 
 
The Fair Oaks District Police Station is offering four training dates for the Neighborhood Watch   
Program to be held at the station, located at 12300 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway, at 7:00 p.m. in the 
roll call room.  These opportunities are designed for communities that want to expand their existing 
Neighborhood Watch participation, those who wish to begin a new Watch program or those who 
would like a refresher course. 
 
We look forward to serving you and maintaining the quality of community and police partnerships that 
we have both come to depend on and enjoy.   
 
The training dates are as follows: 
 
 Tuesday, January 13, 2009  
 Tuesday, April 14, 2009 
 Tuesday, July 14, 2009 
 Tuesday, October 13, 2009 

  

REMINDER:REMINDER:  
   DECEMBER MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THE 9TH!DECEMBER MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THE 9TH!DECEMBER MEETING WILL BE HELD ON THE 9TH!   

 

 Citizen’s Advisory Committee and Neighborhood Watch meetings will convene on December 
9th at the Fair Oaks District Police Station at 12300 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway.  The 
Neighborhood Watch meeting will begin at 7 p.m. followed by the CAC meeting which will 
begin at 7:30 p.m.  We urge those who are interested in joining the CAC or who are interested 
in starting a Neighborhood Watch Program to join us.  There will be a 30 minute presentation 
on new technology coming to our department and how it will affect  police work.  We look  
forward to seeing you then! 
 

This will be an important meeting as we will discuss more effective meeting days and 
times for our Neighborhood Watch Coordinators.  There is a proposal to separate   
meetings from CAC and shorten the number of times we meet.  This will hopefully     
  yield more participants to constructively discuss community issues and share  
  ideas.   Come voice your opinion: we want to know your thoughts on this. 

            



 

 

 

The 20th Annual Santa’s Ride for KidsThe 20th Annual Santa’s Ride for KidsThe 20th Annual Santa’s Ride for Kids   
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Donate NEW unwrapped toys, games, books,  
   stuffed animals and gifts to be distributed  
       to children at Inova Fairfax Hospital  
      and to children in the community who  

may not have a cheerful holiday season!                        

     We need your help!   

       Please bring your items to any            
Fairfax County Police Station or                      
the Government Center, Suite 143  

                NO LATER than  
                            9 a.m., Friday, December 5th.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Fair Oaks District Station located at                      
12300 Lee Jackson Memorial Highway 
has several collection boxes for your  

convenience.  Thank you for helping us 
to make a child’s holiday a special one. 
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 Keep Our Seniors Warm Through the Winter! 

 

Warmth presents itself in many forms.  We all have that nice warm blanket tucked away 
which thaws  the winter chill that has settled in our bones.  Whenever we  see a drive for  
blankets for the poor or the homeless during the winter months, we open our hearts and 
give to those less  fortunate.  Sound  familiar?  That kindness and generosity would be   
well suited to our seniors in our very own neighborhoods.  

 

 Take the opportunity to know who the elderly are in your neighborhoods.  Take a minute to ask if you 
can help them in any way.  How can you help? 

 Shovel their walkway or driveway  

 Turn off their outdoor plumbing  

 Inspect their car to make sure it runs safely (check windshield washer fluid level) 

     Offer to do some shopping for them if you are going to the grocery store    

     Let them know how they can contact you in case of an emergency   

     Ensure the numbers on their house are easily visible in case of emergencies 

     Replace an interior or exterior light bulb  

     Ensure any extension cords are out the way so they don’t trip 
 

Senior citizens are some of  our most valuable Neighborhood Watch participants.                              
Many have lived in their neighborhoods for many years and are in a good position                                      
to notice any suspicious activity.   

They have so much to offer us.  They have lived history, worked many years and have seen the times 
change in many areas of our society which make them a great resource.  Encourage seniors to get       
involved with the youth in our communities!  They may be great role models and suggest some sound 
guidance through their life experiences.  Let’s protect our resources and develop our youth!   

Encourage our senior community to speak out for help when they need it!  Build relationships!  Elderly 
or disabled members of our community should entertain an introduction between family and     
neighborhood friends; if an emergency arises, your will have a communication tree in place.    

 

Promoting neighborliness offers a warmth to the community that far exceeds that of 
a blanket.  It warms the heart and the spirit; offers immeasurable benefits to our    
society; and we learn so much from each other.  Seniors don’t want to burden us so 
they don’t ask for help or sometimes reject it.  Do we make them feel like     burdens? 

                           Remember, we are our future elderly!  
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Fire Safety and Candles 
The use of open-flame candles can add ambience to a holiday, provide “warmth” to a 
home and be a source of light during power outages.  For these and other reasons, a 
great number of consumers are burning candles.  The Fairfax County Fire and rescue 
Department would like to remind consumers that the improper use of candles can  
result in catastrophe.  To avoid the dangers of fire while burning candles, please     
follow the safety tips listed below: 

 Never leave burning candles unattended 
 Keep all combustible materials away from open flames 
 Do not burn candles near windows or doorways 
 Place candles in glass or ceramic containers 
 Place candles on flat, sturdy, non-combustible surface 
 Never leave candles burning when children or pets are present 

For more fire safety information, call the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department Public       
Information and Life Safety Education Section at 703-246-3801 or visit us on the Web at 
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gove/fire 

 

How To Have A Fire Safe Holiday Season 
Every year, the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department responds to tragic incidents 
where people suffer injuries, burns, and death due to carelessness with holiday decorations. 
Trees, lights, ornaments, and fireplaces produce extra hazards at a time when we are easily 
distracted from safety. 

Here are safety tips to ensure that we will not make an unplanned visit this holiday season: 
 Make sure your natural tree is a fresh one. Fresh needles won't break when you bend them. 

Once you get your fresh tree home, cut off one to two inches of the trunk and place it in a stable 
holder. Keep the holder full of water, and the tree away from sources of heat, to keep your tree 
from drying out.  
 Use only flame-proof decorations, and check the wiring on all your electrical decorations before 

you put them up. Avoid using extension cords to run your electrical decorations. Make sure your 
electrical decorations are tested and labeled.  
 Don't use real candles as part of decorations.  
 Don't use fireplaces as disposal sites for wrapping paper, boxes, or your tree. These items should 

be disposed of properly with your normal trash.  
 Make sure cigarette ashes and lit cigarettes don't fall onto chairs, gifts, or wrapping paper. Don't 

empty cigarette ashtrays into the trash.  
 Take time to ensure all your fire-safety devices are prepared for the holidays. Clean and test your 

smoke alarm and make sure your portable fire extinguisher is pressurized and easily accessible.  

Have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season!                                  
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YOUR ELECTRIC BLANKET: WARMTH AND SAFETY 
 

The cold days of winter are upon us. This is the time of year when we look for 
those extra, economical ways to provide warmth in our homes. Portable heaters 
are often seen as the answer, but portable heaters can lead to tragedy if they are 
not used properly. 

While electric blankets are an effective heat source, they may also be an ignition source for a fire. 
The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department recommends that you follow these safety         
precautions with your electric blanket: 
 Make sure your blanket has been approved by a nationally recognized testing agency.  
 Turn your blanket off when not in use; most models have no internal temperature control to 

shut the blanket off when it gets too hot.  
 Don't sit or lay on top of an electric blanket; this may damage the internal coils of the blanket 

and expose the heating element to a combustible material (the blanket).  
 Never pile toys, pillows, or stuffed animals on top of the blanket. They allow the heat to       

become excessive and build up to a point where it may become an ignition source.  
 Don't ball the blanket up and leave it on. This will also allow an excessive heat build up within 

the blanket.  
 Don't wash an electric blanket. The twisting, tugging, and turning action of the washing     

machine will most certainly damage the internal coils.  
 Be careful when folding the blanket to protect the internal coils.  
 Unplug your blanket if you see smoke coming from it or if you notice             

discoloration of the blanket, which indicates it is burning internally.  
There is no way to inspect an electric blanket for internal damage. If you have any doubt about the 
safety of your blanket, discontinue using it. It can still be used as a regular blanket, without     
plugging it in. 
Electric blankets are usually very safe and are widely used throughout the country. They begin to 
be a problem when they are misused or neglected. 

For more information contact: 
Public Affairs and Life Safety Education Section 
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department  
4100 Chain Bridge Road Fairfax, VA 22030  
703-246-3801 or TTY 711 

Be Courteous...Scoop Your Poop!  
 

Please clean up after your pet so that people playing in the snow don’t grab or slip 
in any unexpected surprises! 
Section 41.1-2-6 Animals causing unsanitary conditions.  
It shall be unlawful for the owner of any animal or animals to keep such animal or 
animals in such a manner as to cause unsanitary conditions. The owner or          
custodian of any dog shall be responsible for the removal of excreta deposited by 
such dog on the property of another, including public places. (26-04-41.1.)  
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Protect your Business: 
 Robbery prevention starts with you and your employees!  Safe design of your business layout and con-
tinuing education for your employees will help deter would-be robbers.   

  The following guidelines will assist you in preventing a robbery at your business: 

  1.   Call the police at once if you notice suspicious strangers loitering near or in your place of business. 

  2.   Never block the view into your store by crowding display windows. It is important to maintain 

        visibility into your business establishment at all times. 

  3.   Secure teller and cashier operations. Install barriers to bar unauthorized persons from these areas. 

  4.   If practical, mark doorways at varying heights to allow proper identification of robber’s height. 

  5.   Install a holdup alarm system and make sure it is registered with the Fairfax County Alarm Unit. 

  6.   Leave exterior lights on for safety.  

  7.   Install a drop safe. 

  8.   Use two people to open and close your business. Establish a system or prearranged signals. One        
      person should stay outside until the other gives the all clear signal. 

  9.  Keep cash on the premises to a minimum.  Make frequent pickups of money from registers and make   
regular bank deposits at various times of the business day. 

 10.  Do not establish a habitual routine when making bank deposits. 

 11.  Keep the safe in your place of business locked at all times. 

 12.  Check the references of job applicants before you hire them.  

 13.  In the event you are contacted about an emergency at your business, and the call is of questionable  
      validity, please verify the call with the police dispatcher, 703-691-2131, before going to your business. 

 14.  Have frequent meetings with your employees in order to familiarize them with holdup prevention    
      measures which you have initiated. 

 15.  Keep a log of phone numbers of employees and managers who have access to keys. 

 16.  Call police in the event of suspicious activity 

If  you are held up:   
  1.   Remain calm. 

  2.   Do not resist. 

  3.   Be identification conscious. 

  4.   Report the robbery immediately.  Dial 911 and DO NOT HANG UP. 

  5.   If possible, protect the crime scene. 

  6.   Your cooperation with police will assist in the investigation. 

Business Watch:  Commercial Robbery Prevention 
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§ 18.2-266. Driving motor vehicle, engine, etc., while intoxicated, etc.  
It shall be unlawful for any person to drive or operate any motor vehicle, engine or train (i) while such person 
has a blood alcohol concentration of 0.08 percent or more by weight by volume or 0.08 grams or more per 
210 liters of breath as indicated by a chemical test administered as provided in this article, (ii) while such    
person is under the influence of alcohol, (iii) while such person is under the influence of any narcotic drug or 
any other self-administered intoxicant or drug of whatsoever nature, or any combination of such drugs, to a 
degree which impairs his ability to drive or operate any motor vehicle, engine or train safely, (iv) while such 
person is under the combined influence of alcohol and any drug or drugs to a degree which impairs his ability 
to drive or operate any motor vehicle, engine or train safely, or (v) while such person has a blood concentra-
tion of any of the following substances at a level that is equal to or greater than: (a) 0.02 milligrams of cocaine 
per liter of blood, (b) 0.1 milligrams of methamphetamine per liter of blood, (c) 0.01 milligrams of phencycli-
dine per liter of blood, or (d) 0.1 milligrams of 3,4-methylenedioxymethamphetamine per liter of blood. A 
charge alleging a violation of this section shall support a conviction under clauses (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), or (v).  

For the purposes of this article, the term "motor vehicle" includes mopeds, while operated on the public     
highways of this Commonwealth. 
 

§ 46.2-341.28. Penalty for driving commercial motor vehicle while intoxicated; subse-
quent offense; prior conviction.  
Any person violating any provision of subsection A of § 46.2-341.24 shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor.  

Any person convicted of a second offense committed within less than five years after a first offense under   
subsection A of § 46.2-341.24 shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $200 nor more than $2,500 and by 
confinement in jail for not less than one month nor more than one year. Five days of such confinement shall 
be a mandatory minimum sentence. Any person convicted of a second offense committed within a period of 
five to 10 years of a first offense under subsection A of § 46.2-341.24 shall be punishable by a fine of not less 
than $200 nor more than $2,500 and by confinement in jail for not less than one month nor more than one 
year. Any person convicted of a third offense or subsequent offense committed within 10 years of an offense 
under     subsection A of § 46.2-341.24 shall be punishable by a fine of not less than $500 nor more than 
$2,500 and by confinement in jail for not less than two months nor more than one year. Thirty days of such 
confinement shall be a mandatory minimum sentence if the third or subsequent offense occurs within less 
than five years. Ten days of such confinement shall be a mandatory minimum sentence if the third or subse-
quent offense occurs within a period of five to 10 years of a first offense.  

For the purposes of this section a conviction or finding of not innocent in the case of a juvenile under (i)          
§ 18.2-51.4 or § 18.2-266, (ii) the ordinance of any county, city or town in this Commonwealth substantially 
similar to the provisions of § 18.2-51.4 or § 18.2-266, (iii) subsection A of § 46.2-341.24, or (iv) the laws of 
any other state substantially similar to the provisions of § 18.2-51.4, 18.2-266 or subsection A of § 46.2-
341.24, shall be considered a prior conviction. 

 

 

The Fairfax County Police Department has a ZERO tolerance for DWI and we will be out in full force. 

Drink Responsibly, Our Lives Depend on it! 
 

Dodge a Ticket...Did You Know?Dodge a Ticket...Did You Know?Dodge a Ticket...Did You Know?   



 

 

When embarking on your holiday shopping expeditions 
please keep the following in mind, for your safety: 
 
 Don’t shop alone 

 

 Park in well lit areas 
 

 Leave your car clean and void of valuables 
 

 Be aware of your surroundings 
 

 Do not read your shopping list while walking to store 
 

 Make cell phone easily accessible 
 

 If your walking and talking, still keep alert 
 

 If something doesn’t look or feel right trust your      
instincts and take action: 

  Don’t leave the store and alert someone 
  Don’t park your car and get out 
  Call non-emergency police number 
  Run if necessary 
  Scream so to attract attention    

 Keep your purse or wallet boring 
 Keep credit cards to a minimum 
 Remove social security card 
 Keep a small amount of cash on you   
 Keep personal information to a minimum 

  
 Wear sensible clothing that won’t restrict you from 

running should it become necessary 
   

HAVE A SAFE AND MERRY HOLIDAY SEASON!   
For more safety tips or questions call your     

Crime Prevention Unit at 703-352-2163. 
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Shop Smart! 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
Fair Oaks District Station 
12300 Lee Jackson Memorial Hwy 
Fairfax, Virginia 22033 

Main Phone: 703-591-0966 
Fax: 703-591-1032 
 

Commander, Captain Paul Thornton 

Paul.Thornton@fairfaxcounty.gov 
 

Asst. Commander,  

1Lieutenant Ed O’Carroll 

Edward.O’Carroll@fairfaxcounty.gov 
 

Crime Prevention Unit: 
 

703-352-2163 
  

Fairfax County Crime Solvers: 
 

1-866-411-TIPS or  703-691-8888 
 
Fairfax County Police: 
 

Non-Emergency: 703-691-2131 
 
Citizen Reporting System: 
 

(for reports not requiring officer response)  
Call the non-emergency number at  
703-691-2131 or report online  at 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov to public safety , 
police department.  

A Fairfax County, Va., publication 
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